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proposition for increasing Western Austra-

lia's population.
On motion by

journed.

Mr. Mann, debate ad-

House adjourned at 5.15 pm,

Lcegislative Council.
Thursday, 27th August, 1942.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).

INDUSTRIES, FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What amount of financiel
assistance has been granted to industries,
factories, and undertakings during the last
five years? 2, How much of such assistance
has been repaid? 3, What amount has been
written off? 4, What are the names of the
industries, ete., so assisted? 5, Which ones
have repaid the advanee in whole, and the
respective amount repaid? 6, Which ones
have repaid only part of the advance, and
the respective amount?

The CHIEF SECRETARY vreplied: 1,
£41,089. 2, £2,448. 3, Nil. 4, Electrical
engineering, general engineering, elothing,
fire extinguisher manufacture, looring manu-
facture, instrument making, meat works,
chareoal briquettes, canning and food manu-
facture, butter manufacture, fertiliser manu-
facture, woollen and textile mills, salt pro-
duction, gas-producers, refractory minerals
grinding, optical munitions. 5, Eleetrical
engineering £500, clothing £500, fire extin-
guisher £200, instrument making £300, op-
tical munitions £350, 6, Canning £150, re-
fractory mineral grinding £100, salt £48,
general engineering £300.

AGRTCULTURAL BANK, ASSISTANCE
TO CLIENTS.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-

retary: 1, Were all non-interest bearing sus-

tenance advances made hy the Agrieultnral
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Bank to its neeessitous clients for the twelve
months ended the 31st March, 1942, made
solely from drought relief money granted by
the Commonwealth Government? 2, If not,
how many settlers received sustenance from:
{a) drought relief money; (b) State money;
and what were the totals of the money in-
volved in each category? 3, Is the 1% per
cent interest-bearing sustenanee money now
heing paid for the eurrent year a charge upon
drought relief funds enly? 4, If not to
what extent are State funds involved? 5,
Is the free of interest sustenance money now
being paid to marginal areas settlers for the
current year derived from Commonwealth
money only? 6, If not, what other money is
heing used for this purpose?

The CHIEF SECRETARY ryeplied: 1,
Yes—12 moenths for season 1941.42, 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Advances for 1942-43
season from Commonweslth Drought Relief
loan moneys will carry interest at 1% per
cent. 4, Answered by No. 3. 5, Yes—money
has been granted to seitlers from Common-
wealth Funds derived from Commonwealth
Wheat Industry Assistance Act 53 of 1938.
6, Answered by No. 5.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Tenth Day—Conclusion.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIEF .S8ECRETARY [2.20]: 1
desire in the first place to express very sin-
cere regret and deep sympathy with His
Majesty the King and members of the Royal
family, at the severe loss they have recently
sustained in the tragic deathk of H.R.H. the
Duke of Kent. The Empire has suffered a-
serious blow as a result of this tragedy, and
we in Australia, perhaps, feel it more deeply,
because of the fact that we looked forward
to the time when the Duke of Kent would
have been directly representing His Majesty
as the CGovernor-General of the Common-
wealth. This loss simply goes to show that
the Royal family is not immine from
tragedies which so frequently befall so many
others in the Empire in these times. We
must recognrise that every member of the
Royal family is playing his or her part in
the grim stiniggle in which we are engaged.
So I feel sure that members will agree with
me when T say that we feel deeply for the
Royal family in their bereavement, and I
trust that the struggle in which we are en-
gaged will eventually come to a suecessful
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end, and that tragedies of this kind will be
no more.

Before desling with the Address-in-reply,
I would like to express pleasure at the faet
that Mr. Baxter has been able to resume his
seat in this Chamber. I regret that Mr.
Thomson is not yet well enough to again take
his place here. Reeently we seem to have had
a series of sicknesses attacking prominent
members of the House which is, perhaps,
indicative of the times in which we live, and
in some instances of the very great strain
under which many of us have to carry out
our duties. Might I also take this oppor-
tunity, unusval though it may be, to express
my sympathy to Mr. Drew in his recent sad
bereavement. He is one of the oldest mem-
bers of this Houze and one of the most
highly respected members of Parliament nof
only in this Chamber, but in fhe State.
Every member will sinecerely endorse my re-
marks when I say that we feel for him in
the bereavement he has sustained. I con-
gratulate the two new members, Mr. Gibhson
and Mr. Cornish. Both of them have already
given very fine service to the country in ofher
spheres. They have had wide experience in
somewhat different directions, and I feel
sure this House will reap benefit from their
membership. There is no doubt that we shall
from time te time have the advantage of
their knowledge gained during the years they
have taken part in the public life of this
State outside of Parliament.

The debate on the Address-in-reply this
session has been no exeeption to the rule.
Most members have spoken, and in their
various contributions have covered a multi-
tude of subjects. Many of them have no
direct State applieation, in that they sre
matters which come wunder the Common-
wealth authority. Still, as they affect the
people of this State, they are fit subjects
for reference. Many of them, however, are
subjects which this Parliament cannot in-
fluence to any extent. In the course of my
remarks I propose to refer to some of them,
but first of all I shall follow my usual pro-
cedure of replying to what I consider are
the more important State matters that have
been raised during the debate, and I hope
to give members a perspeetive somewhat dif-
ferent from that whieh they apparently
have at present.

Usually Mr, Seddon can be relied upon
to give the House a very thoughtful eontri-
bution, more particularly on the question of
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finance, but on this oecasion I am inclined
to the opinion that he has not given the
subject the same close serutiny that is usu-
ally charaeteristic of him. I regret that, in
his desire to criticise the Government’s finan-
cial administration and in his reluctance {o
congratulate the Government on the achieve-
ment of g surplus in the Censolidated Re-
venue Fund for last year, Mr. Seddon based
his criticisms on a very superficial examina-
tion of the financial figures for Iast year. He
stated that the surplus was entirely due to
artificial prosperity brought about by the
war, and he proceeded to endeavour to show
that the Government could have had a much
bigger surplus if its control of expenditure
had been more efficient. While it is admitted
that in some respects the revenue figures.
were enhanced by the large sums expended
by the Commonwealth for defence purposes,.
it must not be forgotten that many other
avenues of revenue were seriously cur-
tailed, if not entirely dried up, as
a vesult of the war., Mr. Seddon
forgot this aspect. He also forgot that
the war has thrown on to the shoulders
of the Western Australian Government the
responsibility of meeting added expenditure,.
which wonld have been avoided if there had
been no war. If I devote a few minutes to
giving members details of those matters, the:
time will not be wasted. There is a side to
the finaneial problems of the State which I
feel is not generally understood by members.
who do not give the subject close considera-
tion.

Dealing with the Government’s control of
expenditure, it has {o be remembered that
expenditure falls under three main heads;—

1. Special Acta.
2. Governmental.
3. Public Utilities.

Expenditure under Special Acts is not
within the power of the Government to con-
trol. The liability on Consolidated Revenue
Fund is contained in Aets of Parliament and
ean be avoided only if an Aect is amended.
An examination of expenditure under Spe-
cial Acts shows that, omitting expenditure
for interest and sinking fund, the amount
spent in 1940-41 was £437,000. Last year
the expenditure went up to £465,000—an
inerease of £28,000. This increase was due
almost entirely to increased payments under
the Superannuation and Family Benefits
Aect, the payments last year being £77,000
as compared with £48,000 in the preceding
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year. Presumably Mr. Seddon would not
suggest that during the war period pensions
to retired officers should cease or that the
Government should repudiate its liability in
this direction.

Governmental expenditure in 1940-41 was
£3,143,000; last year it was £3,214,000—an
inerease of £71,000. An examination of the
details of governmental expenditure shows
that expenditure direetly attributable to the
war cost the Government last year £93,000,
and in the previous year the amount expended
was £37,000—an increase last year of
£56,000. Another item of expenditure
directly attributable to the war was the pre-
minm for war damage insurance which last
vear amounted to £40,000. No expenditure
was incuered under this heading during the
preceding vear. For these two items alone,
thercfore, the Government was committed to
an additional expenditure of £96,000 as com-
pared with the vear 1940-dl-——an increase
whirh more than aecounts for the whole of
the inerease under governmental expen-
diture Mr. Seddon, however, went out of
his way to refey to various departments, and
it will be of interest, therefore, to examine
the figures of expenditure for these depart-
meints,

With regard to the Publiec Works Depart-
ment, Mr. Seddon eriticised expenditure on
the assumption that loan expenditure by the
Government is  being almost entirely
restricted to war requirements and that con-
sequently the activities of the department
should have eased off sufficiently to show
4 substantial reduetion in expenditure. The
faet is, of course, that the department is
still carrying out some major public works
cntirely for the benefit of the State. The ex-
penditure on salaries by the department was
£103,000 last year, as compared with
£104,000 the preceding vear. The charge on
revenne, however, was greater, because in
1940-41 we were earrying out more loan
works and a larger part of the expenditure
on salavies was charged te those works. Mr.
Seddon will not deny that this is a legiti-
mate practice and that revenne should bear
its proper proportion of the salaries of the
officers of the Public Works Department.

Under the Contingencies Vote of this de-
partment, the expenditure dropped from
£37,000 in 1940-41 to £35,000 in 114142,
while the expenditure on public buildings,
that is, maintenance, ete., dropped from
£36,000 to £29,000. I shall now deal with
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the revenuc of the other departments, as
follows :—

Department 1940081,  1941-42,
Forests Department £29,000 £28,000
Lands Department v 61,000 57,000
Agricultural Bank 93,000 91,000

In each instance a reduction is shown. It
has to be remembered—and Mr. Seddon
should have known this—that the officers of
the Agricultural Bank are largely engaged
in administering schemes inangurated by
the Commonwesalth (Government. For
example, the drought-relief money is being
distributed by the olficers of the Agricultural
Bank on behalf of the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent, without charge to that Govern-
ment.

With regard to the Child Welfare Depart-

mont, the expenditure for 1940-41 was
£132,000, and in 1941-42, £309,000. Mr,
Seddon may not think that ithis is a

sufliciently substantial decrease, though it
is a reduction of £23,000, or nearly 20 per
ecent. In his desire to indulge in adverse
eriticistn, Mr. Seddon referred to the fact
that with the introduction by the Common-
wenlth of a widows’ pensions scheme, the
expenditure of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment should have shown a material redue-
fion. He should know that the Commeon.
wealth widows' pensions scheme did not
commence until this finaneial year, and
therefore it could have had no effect on last
year’s finances.

The Mines Department’s expenditure for
1940-41 was £130,000 and in 1941-42,
£123,000. One would have expected that
Mr. Seddon, as a goldfields representative,
would have familiarised himself with the
activities of the Mines Department. He
would then have known that its techniesl
officers are engaged very largely in investi-
gating the production of minerals, other
than gold, required for Commonwealth war
purposes.

The expenditure by the Health Depart-
ment in 1940-4] was £210,000 and in
194142, £218000. This department eon-
trols the mental hospitals, and, with the suh-
stantinl rise in the cost of living, it.is
natural that the maintenance eosts of those
institutions would increase. Anyone exam-
ining the details of the expenditure of this
department will realise that they alone af-
tord sufficient justifieation for the small in-
crense in the vear's expenditure,
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I now come to the Police Department,
which is under my own control. The ex-
penditure for 1940-41 was £270,000 and for
1941-42, £280,000, an increase of £10,000;
but the inerease is due entirely to the war,
the strength of the Police Foree having had
to be increased. This has thrown an addi-
tional financial burden on the State.

With regard to publie utilities, Mr. Sed-
don referred to increased expenditure in
this direction. It is true that the expendi-
ture under this heading has increased, the
expenditure last year being £4,141,000,
as against £3,767,000 in the preced-
ing year. However, the revenue earned
by public utilities has also increased,
the figures bheing £6,066,000 last year
as against £5,683,000 the preceding year,
despite a reduction of £48,000 in the earn-
ings of the Goldfields Water Supply, due,
of course, to the diminution of activities in
the goldmining industry.

Enough has been said to show that Mr.
Seddon’s eriticism was almost entirely un-
founded and that, in fact, a very striet con-
trol over expenditure has been exercised by
the Government. Mr. Seddon is loath to
give the Government credit for the redue-
tion effected last year in the public debt.
He asserts that the credit is due to the
Financial Agreement, though later in his
speech he does admit credit is dne to the
fact that the Government has honoured the
Financial Agreement and has mainteined
the sinking fund in a condition whereby it
is able to meet its obligations. Mr. Seddon,
as well as every other member of this House,
should know that the Financial Agreement
was an arvangement forced npon the States
by the Commonwealth Government.  The
hasis of Federation was that the Common-
wealth should return to the States certain
Commonwealth revenues to compensate the
States for the loss of the customs duties
which were taken over by the Commonwealth
on the inauguration of Federation. That
right has been graduaily but surely whittled
away by the Commonwealth Government.
Though that Government eontributes to the
sinking fund for the reduction of the State
debt, it does so because if reeognises the
rights of the States to that assistance.

All Siates benefit under the Financial
Agreement, not Western Australia only, but
the agreement imposes a liability on the
States to contribute to the sinking fund from
Consolidated Revenue. Despite Mr. Seddon’s
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assertion, the plain faet remains that the
public debt was reduced because the Siate
Government borrowed less money in 1940-41
than the amount by which the public debt
of the State was reduced. The Government
secured all the loan money which it re-
quested last year. It was not a case of the
Loan Couneil refusing to give the State the
money it asked for. In that instance, the
amount asked for was granted, and it was
less than that which was used from the sink-
ing fund to reduce the public debt. There is
nothing in the suggestion that the reduced
borrowings were forced upon us ageinst our
will,

The hope was expressed by Mr. Seddon
that future Governments will go on steadily
redueing the public debt. He states he is pre-
pared to give full ¢redit to any Government
that is able to maintain its obligations under
the Financinl Agreement. The present
Government is very anxions to be suve-
cessful in that Qirection. Not only
has it given indications of its desire
to do this, but I think it has given
proof of its ability to do so. I suggest that
Mr. Seddon can assist this or any other
Government in the required direction by
limiting his criticism to helpful suggestions,
instead of indalging in adverse comments.
that are not based on facts. As a rule Mr.
Seddon has suggestions to make of & con-
struective character. On this oceasion he en-
deavoured to eriticise the financial activities
of the present Government without in any
way indicating specific details of the diree-
tion in which the Government could have
done better than it has. I point out, also,
that in recent times this State has been ex.
panding. If we are fo progress, we must
necessarily expand, and in the process of
doing so, we must find additional money
from one source or another. That is illus-
trated to an extent by the figures I have
quoted in comnection with publie utilities.
In that instanee 1 pointed out although there
has been considerable inerease in expenditure
there has heen more than a comparable in-
erease in vevenue derived from the expendi-
{nre of thu. money.

In order that the poesition may be set out
in a form easily understood, I have had a
table prepared somewhat on the lines of that
which I presented to the House last session
or the session before. It will appear in
“Hansard,” and members, if they care to
read it, will then have a proper perspective
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of this subject. The statement sets out the
position acenrately and clearly, and is as
follows:—

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND EXPENDITURE.
194142,
E dlliure Consolidated
vehue F!

OfF this amonnt, tha following items of
expenditure are ont.slde the control
or:he ts roprlated by Parlia:

mounts app! ¥ -
ment under Specinl Acts:
Interest and Sinking
on the Public Debl'. . 4,101,921
Other Items under Specin)
Acts 481,612
Exchange on Remittaptes to
London—mainly for the pay

£ £
11,938,381

from

ment of Intersst 498,242
5,081,775
£6,8586,606
Of this amount, necessary ¢xpenditure
on Public Utilitles such as
Raflways, Tramways, Electricity,
‘Water Supplies, ete., to earn the
Revenue expected from them waa 4,129,606
£2,727,000
Out of which the undermentioned
amounts have to be expended on
Departments contmlllng
dueation .. 831,005
Police and Justice 368,015
Medical, Health, Mental Hosplmls
and Homea - 217,856
Public Works, etc. - 113,744
Agriculture and Forests 136,015
Mines 123,341
Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief 108,883
Prisons ... 32,372
£1,931,271

This leaves a balance of £795,/29, out of
which other departments have to be fin-
anced for the year’s operations, as fol-
lows:—Premier’s  Department, covering
Tourist Burean, London Apgency, ete.,
£116,257; Lands Department, £57,191; Na-
tive Affairs, £44,000; Harbour and Light,
£29,513; Chief Secretary’s Department,
£20,516; Legislative Council, £15867, and
other departments such =as Faetories,
Friendly Societies, Fishevies, Avbitration
Court, ete. If members will examine and
thoroughly disseet that statement, I think
they will find that any Govemument, lot alone
the present one, could possibly effeet only
a small reduction in expenditure.

More than one member has referred to
the subject of industrial development, which
is a most important pbase of the State’s ae-
tivities that will make a tremendons difier-
ence to this State as the years go by. From
my knowledge of the operations of the de-
partment concerned, I am aware that a tre-
‘mendous volume of work has been done. Of
muech of that work we can have no know-
ledge, and much of it will, I think, benefit
this State in an indirect manner rather than
directly. The technical officers of the de-
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partment spend a great deal of time exam-
ining all sorts of proposals, some of which
do not come to anything; but in the case of
others, where there appears to be a worth-
while reason to continue investigations, ex-
periments and inquiries are made in the
hope that they will eventually lead to some-
thing being aceomplished of tangible value
to the State.

One of the largest projects handled hy the
department in recent times is that of the
slunite deposits at Lake Campion. More than
one member in the course of this debate
referred partienlarly to that subject. Mr.
Seddon said it was time a report was pre-
sented to Parliament, and stated that more
information was necessary. I have obtained
partieulars regarding these deposits, but
point out it is information that any
member ean obtain for himself; and I will
tell him how. Mr, Seddon remarked that
any attempt to establish in Western Aus-
tralia a large scale industry such as this,
must obviously be affected by the price of
fuel. He wanted information on that par-
ticular aspect. Further on in his remarks
the hon. member, again referring to the acti-
vities of the Department of Industrial De-
velopment, said a considerzble amount of
money was being expended by that depart-
ment, and that a report should be laid on the
Tabhle of the House stating the activities on
which the officials had been engaged to indi-
cate what was being done. Full reports on
these activities are circulated monthly and
a copy is forwarded to the Leaders of the
Country Party and the National Party, who
would no doubt make the reports available
to Mr. Seddon for his perusal. The hon.
member or any other member can also have
aceess {o them on application to the depart-
ment, if desired. These reports indieate that
progress is being made despite the difficult
conditions created by war.

The construetion of the plant to produee
potash and other by-produets at Lake Cam-
pion is well advanced. Diffieulty has been
experienced in obtaining certain machinery
that is not available in this State. There is
every reason to believe that a great chemieal
industry will be developed at Lake Campion.
Research work is being continued in respect
to the recovery of by-products, and the re-
sults today are very encouraging—so much
so that it appears that the so-ealled “by-
produets” will be of even greater importance
than the main produet, potash. Testing by



[27 Avgusr, 1942.]

boring has shown that the deposit is eati-
mated to contain 16,000,000 tons of high
grade of alunitie clay, representing 1,750,000
tons of potash, 3,250,000 tons of alumina,
and 750,000 tons of sulphur. This quantity of
material is sufficient to maintain the econ-
templated rate of production for 100 years.

This is perhaps one of the biggest under-
takings vet launched by this or any other
Government. In view of the fact that the
progress already made is so encouraging, I
think I am safe in saying that before long
we shall have established here an industry
that will prove of the utmost value not only
to Western Australia but te the Common-
wealth as a whole. It is proposed to use
local timber as fuel, and the present con-
tract provides for the delivery of timber
at the works for approximately 12s per ton.
That particalar information, T think, re-
plies to Mr. Seddon’s query regarding fuel.
‘When the plant is in full production it is
estimated that potash will be produced at less
than the pre-war landed cost of imported
potash,

Details were also requested by My, Sed-
don regarding the charecoal pig-iron project
as mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech.
The hon. member said that while we have
considerable forestry resources in this State,
and that charcoal iron is the purest form
of iron it is possible to get, apart from
electrolytie iron, the magnitude of output
necessary for iron to be produced at any-
thing like a satisfactory cost was so great
that he could not see how it would be pos-
sible to establish a blast furnace to operate
on charcoal, and at the same time produce
iron commereiaily profitable to Western
Australia. He snggested that the scheme was
one on which more information should be
given.

As T have already said, many experiments
aro earried out by the department from time
to time. We cannot afford to neglect any
proposal that may appear on the surface to
be of advantage to Western Australia. All
T can say on this particolar matter at the
moment is that the time is premature to give
definite information regarding the charcoal
iron project, as the details have not yet been
finalised. However, Mr. Seddon can rest
assured that the matter is being actively
pursued and that every care is being exer-
eised to ensure that any action taken will
be based on sound economies. Already valu-
able information has been obtained is respect
to the industry.
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Wood distiltation processes by which it is
proposed to obtain charcoal for iron smelt-
ing and also to recover by-products are re-
ceiving attention. A pilot wood distillation
plant has been in operation for some time
and valnghle information has been collated
in respect to the yields obtained from a
number of our hardwoods.

I am advised that the production of pyrite
to replace imported brimstone has already
commenced. Local sources of pyrite have
been investigated and it is hoped that before
long the whole of our raw material for the
manufactere of sulphuarie acid will be sup-
plied from these sources, Before the war
brimstone to the “value of £250,000 per
annum was imported into Western Australia.
The successful cstablishment of that parti-
cular project will be a matter of great im-
portance to the State,

These are matters mentioned in monthly
reports of the Department of Industrial
Development and clearly indicate that rea)
progress is being made. New minerals such
as vermiculite, steatite and ochres are being
produced. Eight factories are engaged in
canning foods for the Fighting Farces,
Amongst the foods canned are vegctables,
meats, fish and crustaceans, A large modern
vegetable oil extraction factory has been
established; linseed is already being eulti-
vated to supply this factory, and attention
is heing given to other vegetables for oil
extraction such as peanuts, tomato seed and
soya bean.

Special attention is being given to the
production of fibres from indigenous plants
and trees, Progress is being made with the
project to prodnce fibre from cape tnlip as
a substitute for sisal hemp and also with a
project to produce a substitute for bass fibre
and eork from the Kingia palm. Additional
cast stecl eapacity plant is heing installed at
Government workshops. The Commonwealth
Government, in anticipation of additional
munition orders involving cast steel heing
placed in Western Australia, has provided a
grant to ecover the eost of the installation.
A considerable volume of work is being done
in conneetion with the future establish.
ment of industvies te provide for employ-
ment in the post-war period. The value of
this work will become evident when hostibi-
ties cease and may prove in the future of
even greater value than at the present
moment.

Unfortunately Western Australia has not
shared to the same extent in the prosperity
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which has followed the establishment of war
indastries in the more densely populated
States, and our position has heen aggravated
hy the tendency of large Kastern States busi-
ness interests to still regard this State as
a milch cow. Western Australia snffers a
serious handieap in vespect to the supply of
raw materials. Large interests in the East-
ern States are apparently able to secure
space for the shipment of manufactured
goods to Western Australia to the exclusion
of raw materials urgently required by our
own manufacturers.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Is there no means by
which that can be stopped?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T think there
should be. We know that the shipping posi-
tion is very acute. Several committees have
been appointed by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment—in some instances there is State
representation on them—to supervise mat-
ters of this description, but nevertheless
from time to time most extracrdinary things
have happened. Possibly members have in
mind two or three instances that oeenrred
quite recently. One was mentioned in con-
nection with gas producers. It is generally
recognised that Western Avstralia can elaim
to be, in some respects at any rate, the
pioneer in the manufacture of gas pro-
ducers. Some of our firms have spe-
cialised in that direction and it is
most gailing to think that in many in-
stances they have not been able to continne
manufacturing owing to inability to secure
supplies of raw materials from the Eastern
States. At the same time we had the spee-
tacle, which was an outstanding example of
what has heen happening, of the recent im-
portation of 264 Nageo and 30 International
as producers, This does not help our in-
dustrial expansion, and the importation of
made-up gas producers manufactured in the
Eastern States takes up valuable shipping
space nrgently required for materials to ex-
pand industries in this State.

Hon, E. H. H. Hall: Shame!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They took
up space that conld have bheen oecupied by
neecessary raw materials that had we been
able to import them, would have e¢nabled
many more gas producers to he manufac-
tured here than were actually landed.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who contrels the allo-
eation of shipping space?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As T men-
tioned previously, the Commonwealth Gov-
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ernment set up two or three committees that
were given extraordinarily wide powers to
deal with this problem. We have to recog-
nise that those bodies are confronted with
serious difficulties, but there is one committee
which is supposed to have a knowledge of
goods awaiting shipment and to have auth-
ority to determine priorities of degpatch.
Unfortunately it is very hard to pin the re-
sponsibility for delays upon any one indivi-
dunal, and therefore such happenings do oc-
cur. Some members have referred to the
importation of salt, of which we can pro-
duce huge quantities for our own require-
ments, and also the importation of flour.
Such instances make one feel at times that
Western Australia does not receive the con-
sideration it should in these and other mat-
ters.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Has the State Gov-
ernment made any protest to the Common-
wealth Government against such importa-
tions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. The
Government has taken the matter up with
appropriate authorities in the Eastern States
and has drawn attention ¢o the effect upon
Western Australia. As a result of such
protests certain getion has been taken which
I hope will put a limit to snch oceurrences.

Hon, E. H. H, Hall: Good!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
course of his remarks iMr. E. H. H. Hall
referred to copper supplies in this State,
more particularly in the Northampton dis-
trict. He stated that in August last the
Under Seeretary for Mines was reported in
the Press to have said that Western Aus-
tralia possessed four good sources of copper
supplies, namely, Ravensthorpe, Whim
Creek, Ilgerarie and Northampton, and that
reports thereon had been placed before the
Foderal authorities. The hou. member asked
whether or not the Commonwealth Govern-
ment had done anything in the matter.

The Press statement referred to by M.
Hall merely mentioned these centres as pos-
sible sources of supply, information con-
cerning which had been forwarded to the
Commonwealth. This information was hased
on past records, no up-to-date records heing
available for the reason that copper mining
in this State bad been decadent for many
years. Certain investigations have since
been made, and all available information
has been submitted to the Federal autheri-
ties. As a vesult, the Commonwealth in-
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augurated drilling operations at Whim
Creek, in order to ascertain the extent of the
deposits there.

Regarding the Northampton distriet, T am
advised that following the investigations to
which T have just referred, a visit of in-
spection was made by a senior technical offi-
eer of the Mines Department, but 1 regret to
say his report indicates that deposits there
do not warrant development. The Under
Secretary for Mines is now the Deputly
Director of Mineral Production and is ae-
tively engaged in speeding up the produe-
tion of strategic minerals, including copper,
and members ecan rest assured that no stene
will be left unturned in this connection in
the State’s interests. In matters of this
description all Governments naturally have
to be guided by their technical officers. While
it is not at all times possible to adopt the
reports of the offieers concerned, neverthe-
Jess when an adverse report is received the
Government eannot very well proceed much
further with the matter.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The mine I referred
to could not have been inspected because
the water has covered the workings for
years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member desires more information regarding
the inspection that was made, he can pro-
cure it; but I think if he peruses the report
he will agree that it is not possible at pre-
sent {0 recommend that the deposits be de-
veloped as he wonld like.

In his rather brief remarks Mr. Parker
saw fit to eriticise the Government’s action
in dispersing children from schools in areas
which would obviously be target areas in
the event of any enemy action, in the form
of either raids or full-seale attacks. The
hon. member expressed the opinion that the
<hildren should be sent back to their old
schools, and that the lack of full educa-
tional facilities, and a similar lack in the
uphringing of small children, are things
which will affeet future generations. Mr.
Parker added that only as a last resort
should we interfere with the eduecational
facilities afforded to our children, and ex-
pressed the hope that I, as the responsible
Minister, would examine the position with
the idea of reverting to normal school
hours and re-opening closed schools.

This is indeed a most important matter,
and it is being cavefully watehed by the
Fducation DNepartment from day fo day.
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The departmental policy has been one of
caution, and it is not at all consistent with
what one may term the complacent atmos-
phere evidently surrounding Mr. Parker.
A few months ago the aetion of the depart-
ment received the full support of every see-
tion of the community. We then felf, when we
were faced with almost imminent attack,
that such was the action we ought to take.
Members will recolleet my advising the
House that the course adopted by the de-
partment was decided upon only after the
opinions of competent authorities had been
obtained. The result is that we have dis-
persed the children from the concentrated
metropolitan area. In consequence, many
of the school buildings are still oecupied by
one arm or another of the Defence Forces.

Apart from the risk of casualties in the
event of a raid, the department had to con-
sider other risks attendant on the presence
of 2,000 adolescents attending schools in
the centre of Perth—60 per cent. being
girls—of whom the greater part used pub-
lic econvevances. In the event of a raid
during a school session, there would be dif-
fieulties and dangers owing to disorganised
transport. That is one reason for the dis-
persal of children altending suburban
schools. This dispersal minimises the atten-
dant risks, as the majority of the pupils
eoncerned are now reeeiving their instrue-
tion nearer their homes and in less danger-
ons areas. Admittedly there are inconven-
iences, and possibly the edueation of these
children may he affected—though I think
this aspect can ensily be exaggerated. The
department prefers to be cautions rather
than incur risks. It is easy to critieise
actions taken when enemy threats were
more apparent though, I maintain, no more
real than they are today. I do net think
there is justification for assuming that the
present improvement of the sitnation is per-
manent.

The moment it is considered safe to re-
open any of the closed schonls which may
be available, that course will be taken. I
may say that I have reeeived numerons let-
ters from parents and organisations on this
phase of the subject. Some of these letters
deal with minor matters, sueh as the stag-
gering of school hours and the matter of
transport for young children who have been
compelled to attend schools a little further
from their homes than were the schools
they formerly attended. Our endeavour has
heen to minimise, as far as possible, the
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inconvenience to which children and par-
ents have been, and are, subjected; but we
must recognise that the country is at war,
and that any inconveniences suffered in
the metropolitan area, at all events to date,
are a mere bagatelle compared with what
the inconveniences would be had we to
face a genuine threat of attack. In the
event of there being further necessity for
action of this kind, our organisation should
work very smoothly indeed.

Difficulties bave bheen experienced by both
the department and the teachers. The
dispersal of 6,000 children into other and
smaller schools has presented problems of
accommodation and interference with teach-
ers as regards the classes they have to
control, I wish {o compliment the teachers
affected, because male and female teachers
alike have endeavoured to meet the altered
situation, in many cases at great inconven-
ience to themselves. They have paid regard
solely to the benefits to be derived by the
children. Therefore, while the department
is quite prepared to revert to the old order
of things at the earliest possible moment,
it looks as if some considerable time mmst
elapse hefore the closed schools can be re-
oceupied departmentally. In the meantime
all must make the best of things.

Another subject discussed during this de-
bate is that of technieal edueation. Mem-
bers have shown by their remarks that they
are seized of the importance of extending
the scope of this branch of our educational
system. Jf the Government had not realised
carlier the importanee of technical eduea-
tion, the war would certainly have forced
upon Ministers the prime importance of
this branch of seeondary edueation. How-
ever, the Government did see, in a progres-
sive policy of technical education, the sure
foundation of indnstrial efficiency; and a
Turther extension of facilities has heen ear-
ried out in spite of the financial curtailments
made a few years ago. The consfruction
of 2 new block of buildings at the Perth
Technical College at a cost of £60,000, and
of the Domestic Arts School at a cost of
£15,000, was completed during 1940 in the
former instance and during 1941 in the lat-
ter. ‘These establishments represent a sub-
stantial step forward, and fulfil a leng-felt
want. Furthermore, the department has
just completed the trade block at Fremantle,
which is the frst step towards the proviston
of a technical high school for that eenhe. Tt
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will provide post-primary education with a
decided technienl bias for pupils; and boys
completing the course there will naturally
move on fo senior technical courses.

As part of the Commonwealth provision
for Army technical training, workshop units
are now in course of erection at Leederville
and Midland Jonetion at a cost of £25,000,
These buildings are urgently needed for
Army technical training, and their design
is such as wiil enable them to fit in with
post-war technieal developments. (Great eare
has been taken in the alloeation, in order
that those units will serve as a nncleus of
suburban technical schools. A very fine site
has been resumed at Leederville, and future
educational development at Midland June-
tion is envisaged. Owing to the dislocation
of staff due to military service, the poliey
recently formulated of extending technical
education to country towns through the use
of high sehool facilities has not been imple-
mented. The matter will, however, receive
attention as soon as eircumstances permit.
Taken in its wider sense, agricultural in-
struction ecomes under the heading of tech-
nieal edueation.

Recently the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture was taken over by the Army fo be used
as a convalescent hospital; and in view of
the important serviees rendered by this
sehool in the education of youth in farming
theory and practice, the department has
arranged to conduct the school at Denmark
in eonjunetion with the research station
there. This was only accomplished after
eonsiderable trouble and ineonvenience, but
the Government eould nat allow so valuable
an instrument of educaiton to lapse untit
all possibilities of carrving it on had been
explored. Nobody will doubt the important
service rendered by that school in years gone
by. 1t has a wonderful reputation. I think
it is recognised throughout the Common.
wealth as being one of the finest schools of
its kind. To the department it came as quite
a shock to receive such very short notice that
the school had to he vacated in order that
it might be used for the purpose I have
mentioned, The pupils were dispersed. They
went home and the department endeavoured
to find a substitute for the vacated school.
I am verv pleased to say that with the co-
operation of the Agricultural Department,
we have been able to make use of the Den-
mark Research Farm, and the school is now
established there. Without exception, every
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organisation and, I think, every person in
the district has been only too pleased to do
everything possible to make a snceess of this
attempt to use Denmark as the location for a
farm training school, in the place of Narro-
gin. I have a feeling that it is going to be
a very big success and that it will probably
lead to further experiments of this nature
when the time is opportune. Our facilities
at Denmark sre not np to the standard
reached at Narrogin, but that diffieulty is
rapidly being overcome and from the re-
ports I have received to date I feel sure that
the students will not suffer in any way as
a result of the transfer.

I now come to a subject that has heen
giving a good deal of conecern not only to
members of Parliament, but also to the pub-
lic generally. More than one member has
referred to the menace of venereal diseases.
That is a very important matter and one
which the publie generally is beginning to
realise cannot be dealt with too drastically.
The consequences are too serious for us to
ignore for any length of time and I assure
members that the Government is no Joss con-
cerned than they regarding this problem. I
do not propose to speak at any great length
on the subject but I intend to give members
a little information which I hope they will
accept as being satisfactory.

When the Venereal Diseases Act was first
introduced in 1915, it was agreed that ignor-
ance was largely responsible for both immor-
ality and the resulting diseases which so
often followed, and that the time had come
when, in the interests of the individual and
the race, plain speaking should supersede
veiled utterance and the conspiracy of silence
which had existed in regard to sex matters.
In the interim, the provisions of that Act
have been econscientiously applied by the
Health Department, with the resuli that in-
fected persons have been kept under treat-
ment, ignorance to a considerable extent has
been banished, and punishment has been
meted out to those who have defied the pro-
vigions of the Act. Educational pamphlets
regarding these diseases have been available
to all wanting them, and for many years the
Commissioner of Public Health has, on re-
quest, issued to parents leaflet letters for
guidance in the instruetion of the young in
sex matters. These have heen largely sought
thronghout Western Australia, and have been
asked for by many people in other States.
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Until the outbreak of this war there had
been a very considerable reduction in the
incidence of venereal disease; especially
syphilis. Since the war started it is true
that a 1ise in the inecidence of venercal
diseases has taken place, much of which can-
not be due fo ignorance. As in all wars, it
is only too evident that moral inhibitions
have broken down under the glamour of the
gervice uniform, too often assisted by al-
¢ohol. It is becoming evident, too, that much
of this looseness is due to lack of parental
control and guidance in the past.

The war is in progress, however, and sol-
diers are being put out of action every day
by venereal disease. We have done what we
eonld in peace-time by more peaceful mea-
sures; we must now segregate the diseased
to prevent the spread of disease, punish the
recaleitrant and the aider and abettor of vice,
and, above all things urge, to our utmost,
parental contrel where this appears to be
lacking.

For those reasons it has been found neces-
sary to take unusual steps in regard to this
problem. Members who have referred to the
snbjeet also spoke of the actions of the viee
squad. The Police Department does not ve-
eognise a vice squad. We certainly kave what
is known as a special squad, to which special
duties have heen allotted. In view of the
eriticism which has been offered regarding
the activities of this so-ealled viee squad, I
feel it is necessary to point out that the
duties being performed by the special squad
—1I do not want to use the word “viee’ if
T can help it—are those that have always
been carried out by the police. The only
difference is that, prior to the appointment
of the special squad, the work was part and
parcel of the general duties of members of
the police force. Today we have satisfied
curselves as to the necessities of the situa-
tion and have appointed the special squad to
deal with these particular duties and nothing
else until sueh times as the position has heen
cleared up. From my inside knowledge of
the operations of the squad, I am sure that
it is to be congratulated on the way in
which it has carrvied ont itz duties. It has
had a most unpleasant task to perform and T
am rather surprised when I heay some of the
criticism which is offered concerning the
officers comprising the squnad.

Hon. H, Tuckey: There is not very much
eriticism.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, not
very much, but it is very ill-informed. I
would point out that our experience during
the present war is really no different from
our experience during the previous war and
we can, perhaps, to an extent profit from
earlier experience. I think we are doing so.
The number of cases that appear in the
Police Court are not all that are handled by
the special squad—not by a long way. When
I tell this House that in scores of instances
the special squad has spoken to, and given
advice to, young women and girls, placed
them in the control of their parents, and
taken action that has been successful
from our point of view, without any
publicity being given to the cireum-
stances, I think it will be agreed that the
job ia being done in the right way. I go
further and say that in no case where a
prosecution has been taken under the Police
Act have the police taken action without
every justification for that course, quite
irrespective of the possibility of the per-
sons coneerned requiring medical attention.
That should dispose of the eriticism levelled
against the department for the publication
of names in the Press.

In that regard I would point out that the
publication of the names does not come
within the jurisdiction of the Police Depart-
ment. The Court is an open tribunal but
it is possible for the magisirate, if he so
desires, to clear it. To dafe our magisirates
have not considered that to be necessary.
Consequently the proceedings have been
open to the Press, which has published the
names in cases of this kind. The depart-
ment has done its utmost to protect the
interests of those people who might be ad-
versely affected in matters of this deserip-
tion. Buot when I vepeat that 1in
every casc there has been ample just-
fleation for the proseeution of these
people, gquite apart from the possi-
bility of their requiring medical attention,
I think it must be admitted that there is
no reason for the suppression of the faets.
When all is <aid and done, if a person is
charged before the covrt with any other
offence, there is no agitation that his name
should not be published.

So far as offences under the Police Act
are concerned, and more particularly where
the vagrancy section of that Aet is utilised,
members can be assured that the proseen-
tions are hased, not only on the neeessity
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for medieal attention, but on the actual
facts of each case. I have before me a
statement from the Commissioner of Public
Health dealing with the question of V.D.
It indicates that from 1937 to 1941 the
total number of civilian cases in this State
was reduced from 1,089 to 431, and that
for the year ended the 31st July, 1942, the
recorded number of ecivilian cases was only
270. That shows, as I have already said,
that there has been a progressive improve-
ment doring recent years. That improve-
ment is very definite so far as the civilian
population is coneerned, but I regret to say
that during the last 12 months particularly,
the number of eases affecting our Armed
Torces has tremendously inereased. The
department is cc-operating as far as it can
with the military authorities in this matter.

When speaking yesterday afternoon, Mr.
Cornell suggested that if we took the same
steps as the military authorities, or if the
military aunthorities took the same steps to-
day as they did during the 1914-18 war,
that in itself would improve the position
considerably. I do not know very much of
the details of what took place during the
previous war, but recently I have had an
opportunity of conferring with some of
those responsible for these matters so far
as the Military Forees are concerned, and I
can assure memhers that the position is
being tackled in a proper manner. Tis
seriousness is appreeiated, and Y express
the hope that with the eontinued co-opera-
tion of our own State departments with
those coneerned in the various branches of
our Armed Forees and the American Armed
Forees, this terrible seourge, which appar-
ently is so greatly on the inecrease, will
not only be checked bui will be redueed to
as low a percentage as possible.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The position 1s much

more serious than it was during the last
war.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A different
set of eireamstances is operating. The
position is more serious in Australia than
it was during the 1914-18 war. We have
large congregations of troops in various
paris of this State, and the trouble is not
confined to the metropolitan area. 1t is g
serious position and has to be faced. None
of us likes openly to discuss the subjeet, al-
though, on the other hand, the time has
arrived when we should not be afraid to
state the faots.
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.Members: Hear, hear!
© Hon, G. W. Miles: Quite right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And to in-
dicate what steps are being taken by the re-
sponsible officials in order to meet the situa-
tion.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I am not discounting
any efforts that have been made. I think
wonderful service has been given.

Hon. J. Cornell: The entire blame belongs
to high-ranking military officers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
propose to blame any partieular individuoal.
It has been said that the State itself might
have taken action earlier. There i no
ground for such an argument. Immediately
it became apparent that it was necessary to
do more than is normally done in matters
of this kind, action was taken. It was only
at & certain stage when positive action had
been taken in the way I have described, by
the appointment of a special squad, that any
publicity was given to this subject. While
some criticism is ill-informed, at the same
time I have to admit that we do not as a rule
give greal publicity to the aetivities of those
people whose duty it is to deal with this
matter. As I pointed out a little earlier, all
matters affecting the eivilian population un-
der our Health Aet have to be treated in a
very confidential way. I know of no de-
partment which recognises its obligations
under an Act as does the Health Department
in relation to this matter. It carries ont the
terms of the Act fo the fullest possible ex-
tent. The position, however, has now hecome
very serious, because so many soldiers have
become incapacitated, and it is necessary
that special measures be taken. They are
being carried out sensibly, and I feel sure
that, with the eo-operation of all concerned,
we will reach the stage when we can say
that we have at least stopped the drift, and
that the time is not far distant when the
problem will be properly under control.

Hon. J. Cornell: My information is that
the military authorities are not, even now,
taking half the preventive mensures taken
towards the end of the previous war.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
I cannot discuss that matter with the hon.
member. I wish to refer to some of Dr, His-
lop’s remarks. He made a very interesting
coniribution to the dehate, and drew =atten-
tion to the loss which he said could acerue
in certain instances to enlisted mine workers
by their forfeiting all rights to a State pen-
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sion or a pension from the Repatriation De-
partment. I understand the position as out-
lined by him is adequately covered by the
provisions of the Mine Workers' Relief
(War Service) Act passed in 1940, which
made special provision for the protection of
the rights and interests of mine workers,
within the meaning of the Mine Workers’
Relief Aet, 1932-34, who are continuously
engaged on war service in time of war. That
amending Act provides that where a mine
worker, either by reason of enlistment or
call-up, is engaged on war service continu-
ously during the time of war, he shall be
covered by the following provisions while en-
gaped on such war service and for a period
of six months thereafter:—

(a) He is deemed to be still employed as a
mine worker so as to enable him to
submit himself for examination and to
be examined by the Commonwealth
Health Laboratory and to obtain a
medieal certificate as provided for
under the principal Aet.

(b} His liability to contribute to the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund is whelly sus-
pended.

(e) TIf, upon examination by the laboratory
he is found to be eligible for any
benefit under the principal Act and is
then no longer engaged on war ser-
vice, he shall be entitled to reeeive
from the board out of the fund the
benefit for which he has been found
eligible,

Hon. J. Cornell: Js he still covered by

workers’ compensation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This refers

to mine workers' relief.

Houn. J. Cornell: Today he gets it from

both. :

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A man who
enlists from the industry or is called up is
regarded as still being in the industry.

Hon. J. Cornell: As long as his workers’

compensation is covered, it is all right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He is there-

fore eligible to report upon the end of his
serviee, or within six months of the end of
the war, for further medical examination,
If he is then found to be entitled to any
benefit under the Mine Workers’ Relief
Aet, he ean obtain it,” If he complies with
these requirements, he does not forfeit any
henefits under the Mine Workers' Relief
Act. The logical thing to do in each in-
stance is for the man econcerned to report
and be examined,

Hon. JJ. Cornell: Today he is entitled to

get £650 from workers’ compensation, and
then 255, a week.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am giving
the information supplied by the depart-
ment. I am not in a position to go into
the details as to the amount involved, or
just how far the benefits apply beyond
what I have stated. These remarks are in
response to the contention put forward by
Dr. Hislop that, on account of the exam-
ination made of these men when they enter
the Armed Forces, there is a possibility of
their losing some of the benefits when they
leave the Army because no trace has been
found of their having suffered from the
disease concerned.

T desire to refer to another metter which
was raised more particularly by Mr. Miles.
He is not the most frequent speaker in
this House, and when he does rise in his
place, he is usnally terse and to the point.
On this oceasion I think he excelled him-
self, butf he rather spoiled what was other-
wise a pleasing effort by his vitriolie words
at the close of his remarks. After his
outburst I hope he felt somewhat relieved,
because T can hardly think he meant what
he said when he described the action of the
Government in connection with the basic
wage as diabolical,

Hon. G. W. Miles: I maintain it still. The
Government went over the head of the Arbi-
tration Court.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can under-
stand that it is very hard for any man, after
a life-time’s association with those organisa-
tions and activities which are more con-
cerned in preventing the working classes
from improving their positions from =a
wages point of view, to change his views.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not accuse me of
that! I have paid more than the arbitration
wage all my life.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
snggesting that the hon. member has done
otherwise, but I am suggesting that when he
describes the aetion of the Government in
this case as diabolical, he is going a little
too far.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I do not think so,
not for a minute,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is entitled to his opinion. I propose
briefly to relate the facts of the ease. In
the early part of the year the Common-
wealth Government, under a National Secur-
ity Regulation, decided to do several things,
one of which was fo peg wages as at the
10th February, with certain exceptions.
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Those exceptions included a provision that
where any automatic adjustment of the
basic wage was the law, it shonld continue to
operate.

Hon. L. Craig: And also under agree-
naent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : There would
be no restrictions insofar as such adjust-
ments were concerned. It s0 happens that
in Western Australia the quarterly adjust-
ment of the basic wage has not been auto-
matic. I bhas been permissive. In other
words, the court could decide whether the
variation should take place in accordance
with the Government Statistician’s figures
or nof. Western Australia was the
only State not affected by the regula-
tion.  On inquiry, the Government found
that those responsible for drafting the
regulations were under the impression that
they would apply to Western Australia. We
must not forget that the regumlations were
to apply to the whole of Anstralia and not
merely to one or more States. The Gov-
ernment took the view that it would be most
anjust if the workers of this State were
denied what the workers in every other State
of Australin received under the Common-
wealth National Security Regulations. We
made representations to the Commonwealth
Government on that aceount.

Hon., G. W. Miles: Do you still maintain
that a worker bere is worth more than a
worker in the same industry in other States?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I still main-
tain that the worker in this State is en-
titled to the same treatment as is meted out
to workers in other States of the Common-
wealth.

Hon. Sir Hal Colcbateh: Is he entitled to
better treatment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
suggesting that he gets better treatment.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: That was the
argiment used by the employees’ represen-
tative in the Arbitration Court—that he was
entitled to better treatment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
suggesting that he is entitled to better treat-
ment, I am stating that he is entitled to
the same treatment as is given to workers in
the other States.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He gets better treat-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I should like
members to understand that Western Ans-
tralia has a very fine reputation industrially.
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Hon. G. W, Miles: It ought to have.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There was
every possibility that that reputation might
be somewhat damaged. The Government
took the stand that as a matter of common
justice—no other argument was needed-—it
was essential that the workers of this State
should receive exactly similar treatment to
that being meted out to their colleagues in
every other State of the Commonwealth.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But what is mentioned
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech? You
were going to give Parliament an oppor-
tunity to decide it. Why was that done?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Parliament
will have an opportunity to determine that
question, but the point raised by the hon.
member has nothing whatever to do with
that with which I am desaling. I have al-
ready told the hon. member that in this
State, under our Industrial Arbitration Aet,
the variation of the basic wage in accord-
ance with the Statistician’s ecost of living
figures is permissive, and this House will
have an opportunity hefore long to decide
whether it shall be automatic or not.

Hon. L. Craig: It is permissive in two of
the other States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: N, it auto-
matically applied in each of the other States,

Hon. L. Craig: It is not compulsory in ail
the other States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This House
will have an opportunity to consider the
amendment. Had we weaited until Parlia-
ment had amended the Act, the workers of this
State would have been refused what, in my
opinion, they are entitled to for the period
that would elapse between the time the Gov-
ernment acted and the time when the Act
was amended. If I am any judge at all of
probabilities, it would be extremely difficult
indeed to get this House to recognise, even
if it is prepared to amend the section of
the Act, that the alteration should have re-
trospective effect. I think it was Mr. Cor-
nell who suggested that the Government had
shown indecent haste in making the adjusi-
ment. - The Government did not aet without
eonsideration. The matter was the subject of
correspondence  with the Commonwealth
Government for a considerable time.
This Government, through the Premier,
acted at the earliest possible moment, and,
as it happens, at the only time it was pos-
sible for the Government to act, for owing
to the wording of the regulation it was
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necessary that action should be taken at the
time when and for the period over which the
decision would have been given, upon re-
ceipt of the statistician’s figures. So there
is nothing in the argument that the Govern-
ment not only acted "diabolically” in the
matter but showed “indecent haste” in do-
ing so. My personal feeling is that the
workers have received only that to which
they are fully entitled. I have not yet met
one person prepared to argue seriously that
Western Australian workers are not entitled
to receive from time to time the difference
in cost of living as indicated by the Gov-
ernment Statistician,

It is all very well for those in receipt of
higher incomes to suggest that Western Aus-
tralian wotkers should be quite prepared to
make that sacrifice. I contend that the
workers of this State are prepared to make
as big sacrifices as any other section, but
I do not think it fair to eall upon a worker
to sacrifice some portion of what has been
commonly called the basic standard of liv-
ing when so many others in the community
have hardly been called upon to sacrifice
any appreciable portion of their higher stan-
dard. Tn this House, during the eurrent de-
bate, we have heard complaints not as re-
gards the basic wage or the cost of living
generally but as regards the very high eost
of requirements which are necessary but
which are not included among those items
upon which the Government Statistician’s
figures are based. We are all well aware of
the numerous items forming part and par-
cel of the ordinary, every-day necessities of
the people but not included in the 42 items
the eost of which goes to constitute the eost
of living figure upon which the basic wage
is fixed. Therefore the Government’s aetion
in this matter has been only common justice
te large numbers of working men and
women in this country who are behind the
war effort one hundred per cent.—nobody
can deny that—and who are prepared, if the
necessity does arise, to make the fullest pos-
sible sacrifices.

There are other matters with which I de-
sire to deal briefly, Mr. Hamersley, in the
course of his remarks, criticised the Water
Supply Department’s action in respect of
enforcement of payment of rates for coun-
try water supplies, but the hon, member
gave only one side of the story. Mr. Wood
also referred to this matter, saying that «
person residing in the Bencubbin district had
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written to him stating that water had been
eut off becanse the Agricultnral Bank wounld
not pay the miserable amount of his water
rates. T dealt with similar statements two
sessions ago, and ean only rejterate what I
said then, that the departments concerned
have given every satisfaction to their clients.
However, 1 have again had inquiries made,
and as a result find that the general insirue-
tions issued this year are that cut-off aetion
should be taken only in those instances
where the departmental communications have
been ignored and where no offer of payment
by reasonable instalments has been received,

Members will appreciate that the depart-
mental officials are held responsible for
seeing that the duties imposed on them by
Parliament under water supply legislation
in connection with recovery of revenue are
adequately performed. Of conrse, if rate-
payers fail to take the officials into their
confidence at the right time, regrettable and
unavoidable embarrassment is caused to both
sides. The minimum period which elapsed
this year befween the issue of the first rate
notice and the cutting-off of the water was
two months, which in my opinion gives econ-
sumers ample time within which to approach
the department. It can be definitely stated
that drastic action has not heen taken in any
case where a farmer or other debtor of the
‘Water Supply Department has placed a
reasonable statement or offer before the de-
partment. It ean also be definitely stated
that no instance has yet come before the
department in which a farmer has been
forced to leave his land solely owing to the
department’s endeavours to enforee payment
of water rates.

When Y advise members that the arrears
owing by farmers on aceount of these
rates totalled £170,000 as at the 30th June,
1941, it will be apparent that the depart-
ment has shown itself anything but unsym-
pathetic. Again, for the five years ended
the 30th June, 1941, the amounts written off
on account of these rates totalled £62,565.
I do not think there can be any eriticism
of the department in this respeet when the
facts are appreciated. The capital cost of
the district schemes—those not supplied en-
tirely from the Mundaring reservoir—as at
the 3Mh June, 1941, were as follows: Bar-
balin distriet £300,970, Narembeen district
£74,749, Kondinin district £10,321. If the
whole of the rates now levied were collected,
the amount would not be sufficient to meet
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all the charges, including loan servieing.
Some two years ago a special arrangement
was entered into with the Agrienltural Bank
Commissioners as to farmers in the declared
marginal distriets. No cut-off action has
been instituted this year in the ease of these
particular properties, (General experience
has shown that many farmers pay, if not
all, at least a reasonable proportion of their
liabilities, but that for some reason or other
they neglect to make any effort to assist the
Water Supply Depariment in clearing the
very substantial total of arrears now out-
standing on ecountry lands.

I wounld like to submit a specific case to
members. In that instance, which was re-
cently taken up with the department by a
farmers’ organisation, the department point-
ed ount that the farmer in question owed a
total of £531 for water rates on one pro-
perty, representing six years' accumulation,
and that on another property leased by him
a further £333 was duc. The farmer sub-
mitted information to the effect that his total
income from wheat and wool last year
amounted to £1,550; but nothing was paid
to the Water Supply Department, notwith-
standing that he freely admitted in his com-
muniecation that his farm ecould not have
been worked without the unse of water.

Hon. L. Craig: Did the department make
every effort to secure payment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The farmner
also stated that the whole of the proceeds of
his sheep were taken by a stock firm. His
payments to the Water Supply Department
amount to £10 in the last two years; but he
did not place his position before the depart-
ment prior to the water being eut off. If
there were many similar eases, one counld
easily understand why it is necessary for
the department eventually to take drastie
action. I am pleased to say that the collec-
tions for country lands for the year 1942
are substantially higher than those of the
previous year, thus indieating that many
farmers have made efforts to meet their
water supply obligations. Mr, Wood said
that the rates should be paid by the Agri-
cultural Bank; but the question of payment
is reallv one between the department and
the farmer. Where advances are made by
the bank to enable a client to carry on his
farmning aetivities for the year, the Commis-
sioners are unable to favour any particular
creditor, such as the Water Supply Depart-
ment, a5 any advanee made for such a pur-
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pose would create a precedent having far-
reaching results and payments couid not be
confined to water rates, but would extend
to road board rates, licenses, machinery hire
and numerous other claims.  Mr. Tuckey
raised the question of the payment of out-
standing rord board rates; these would be
brought within the same category and con-
sequently an impossible position would arise
for the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. H. L. Roche: The other banks re-
cognise their obligation to pay road board
rates.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But other
banks are in an enfirely different position
from that of the Agricoltural Bank. The
question of lighting restrictions was raised
by several members in the course of the de-
bate. I listened with interest to their expres-
stons of opinion, and am gratified to know
that they appreciate the voluntary services
of the Civil Defence Council, even though
they do not agree entirely with that council
in respect to lighting restrictions. I am,
however, rather surprised at some of the
statements. For instance, Mr. Wood said—

Last session this House disallowed ecertain
regulations, and in another place members of
all parties expressed their disapproval of
masked headlights, especially on country roads.
About a month later, the Minister for Civil
Defence rushed to Canberra and obtained the
gazettal of a Federal regulation over-riding
what the State Parliament had done.

A statement was made by Mr. Tuekey to
the effect that he was surprised the State
Government had invited the Federal authori-
ties to upset the decision of this House, Hon.
members must have short memories. They
should know that this House disallowed
the lighting regulations while the Minis-
ter for Mines was actually attending
a civil defenee conference in Meibourne, and
gave him no opportunity of then explaining
the latest developments. Actually, the Min-
ister heard of the disallowance by telegram
from the present G.0.C., Major-General
Gordon Bennett. That telegram urged that
the restrictions be retained on account of the
State’s vulnerable position. The matter was
then discussed with the Commonwealth
authorities, who stated that, as the position
was most serious, they were going to discuss
it with the military aunthorities and then pre-
pare any nececssary Commonwealth orders.
The matter was discussed at the eivil de-
fence conference and members will recall
that eventually the Commonwealth decided
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upon a change in the lighting restrictions,
but only as these affected certain States.
Consequently, some of the restrictions in
Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and in
parts of New South Wales, were removed.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why does not Major-
General Gordon Bennett see that the mili-
tary authorities in this State obey those
regulations themselves?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member might ask Major-General Bennett
that question.

Hon. G. W, Miles: You guoted him as
an aathority that advised the reinstatement
of the restrictions.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is so.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is up to him to see
that the restrictions are observed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Members are
aware of that deeision of the Common-
wealth authorities, and know that motor
car lighting restrictions are fo eontinue
thronghout the Commonwealth. I am in
agreement with some of the remarks made
by members on thig matter. I cannot see
what difference the restrictions will make
to vehicles nsed 400 or 500 miles inland;
but we must be in a position to impose the
restrictions in their entirety at any
moment.

Members: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We bave the
experience of other countries to guide us.
I presume most members know of a hap-
pening only a few months agoe when there
was a sudden enemy attack at night-time
and hundreds of motor cars had not their
lights masked. As a resull, the eremy was
able to suceeed in the way it did and as
quickly as it did. We do not want to be
put in that position, We want to be able
to take necessary precauntions at any
moment of the day or night.

In referring to the lighting restrictions
in Adelaide, Mr. Piesse quoted an extract
from the ‘‘ Adelaide Chronicle’’ of the 23rd
July last, indicating that some relaxation
of the restrictions had been permitted in
South Australia. This served to show, he
said, that the South Australian Government
was able to deal with the matter iiself,
and he asked why this Government eonld
not aet similarly. That, however, is not
the actual position. The restrictions apply
te the whole of Ausiralia, with exceptions
in certain States. Se¢ far, the Common-
wealth is not prepared to remove the re-
strictions in eertain areas in Western Aus-
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tralia. I may add that the action of the
Commonwealth Government was taken after
due consideration of the subjeet with the
Defence authorities.

Hon. J. Cornell: It wounld be better if
the Federal authorities had a look at their
«own buildings.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Considerable
improvement has taken place in that regard
«quite recently. I have observed in recent
weeks that every military vehicle Y have
passed has, without exception, had a mask
of one kind or another fitted over its
lights. I am also satisfied that the
instructions of the Army authorities
are very frequently not obeyed by the
men in charge of the vehicless I
have good grounds for saying that on
Tany occasions vehicles have left eamp fit-
ted with the proper masks and then have
been seen away from the eamp with one
mask and in some cases both masks removed.
That is a matter for the military aunthorities
to attend to, and I think they do so when
thev are aware of the faets.

Hon. J. Cornell: If such things had hap.
pened during the 1914.18 war, those respon-
sible would have appeared in the orderly
Toom,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The trouble
is that this kind of thing ean oceur without
the knowledge of those in anthorvity. My,
Roche raised the question of the application
of the restrictions where burning-off opera-
tions are likely to take plaee. I understand
from the information supplied to me that
this matter has reccived the attenion of the
Civil Defence Council, and that the police
have heen given instruetions that will have
the effeet of removing any further ecause of
complaint in that regard.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The police have an im-
possihle job.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt is an im-
possible job, but at the same time I agree
that it would be ridieulous to expect that
in the case reported by Mr. Roche anything
of that kind should he done. Referring to
the zoning of cream deliveries, Mr. Roehe
said:—

There is another matter which I think hag
not yet been brought to a conclusion. It is
another of those instances where, if what I
hear is correct, the State Government has ap-
proached the Federal authorities to shoulder
the respousibility for something for which it
is not prepared to accept responsibility itself.

[COUNCIL.)

That is the burden of the remarks of other
members besides Mr. Roche. However, the
Government’s actions have not been guided
by such thoughts at all. It has not asked
the Commonwealth Government to do some-
thing it was not prepared to do itself. It
has certainly used Commonwealth regula-
fions in instances where it has not been pos-
sible to use State regulations. Members
must he very well aware that regulations
made under our own State Acts have to be
carried ont. They must also be aware that
we cannot do some things we would like to
do, withont amending those Aeis, and if wa
had to wait until that could be done, it
would be too late, in some instances, to
take action at all. In most of these in-
stances we have nsed the machinery avail-
able, in some cases pending the amendment
by the State Parliament of our own legis-
lation.

In connection with the zoning of ecream
deliveries, Mr. Roche said:—

The matter I refer to is purely within the
State’s sphere. I heard a report in Parlia-
ment House that Commonwealth regulations
are being promulgated to e¢ffect the zoning of
cream deliveries to butter factoriez. I hope
that is not true. With the principle of zoning
I have no quarrel, but before =zoming is
brought about, I want to feel reasonably satis-
fied that the farmers will secure at least as
good a return by sending their cream to some
other factory as they have been peiting by
sending it to a factory that is possibly out-
side their district.

In presuming that the State Government
has approached the Commonwealth Govern-
ment with suggestions or recommendations
connected with the zoning of cream de-
liveries, Mr. Roehe is incorrect. It is under-
stood, however, that a company situated in
Mr. Roche's province communieated direct
with a Commonwealth Government depart-
ment strongly rvecommending that the zon-
ing of cream should bhe instituted im-
mediately as a measure of war organisation.
It will be remembered that the present Gov-
ernment presented amendments to the Dairy
Industry Act in December, 1939, smong
which were provisions for controlling the
supply of ecream to factories with a view to
reducing costs of transport. These pro-
visions were deleted from the Bill in this
Chamber. A number of factors would have
to be considered if a scheme for the zoning
of cream were introduced, one of which
would be to ensure equal returns being re-
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ceived by all farmers irrespective of the fac-
tory to which their produce was forwarded.

I appreciate the general attitude of mem-
bers towards many of our problems
and towards the State Government. There
has been some eriticism of the Gov-
ernment. That was inevitable but, gener-
ally speaking, members have shown
that they are desirous of co-operating
with the Government and assisting it
in the very heavy task it is endeavour-
ing to perform. It can be said that we live
in one of the greatest moments in history,
and that never again in our lifetime are we
likely to take part in a drama so stupendous.
The whole universe has become a seething
eauldron with carnage everywhere, on a
seale almost beyvond human comprehension,
We are engaged in a struggle to preserve
our national honour, a desperate struggle
for survival. The very foundations of our
civilisation arc in jeopardy, and this has been
brought home more foreibly to this conntry
following the entry of Japan on the side of
the Axis Powers. Since that event took
place, there has been a long list of grim
events which have stirred Awustralia and
America to a full realisation of the threat
of a powerful enemy.

I needs no words of mine to impress upon
members the seriousness of the situation,
but I am hopeful that in the near future
we shall be able to see a litile more daylight
than at the present time. This is really a
struggle of mechanical power, of diabolical
intrigue and propaganda by which the Axis
powers endeavour to undermine our demo-
eracy from within. Vietory depends ecqually
on those who fight in the field and on those
whose lot it is to remain at home to play
their partienlar part. On this account it is
necessary that all our resources shall be
utilised to the fullest possible extent. Mech-
anised power alone will not suffice. Cer-
tainly we must obtain meechaniczl might in
the way of tanks, planes and guns with
which to equip our Forces so that we may
be enabled to defeat our enemies, but vie-
tory requires something more than that from
the people—a high morale, the will to win
and the courage to carry on despite every
obstagle. Our Fighting Forces are pos-
sessed of these qualities and the people, too,
are possessed of the high morale and will to
win, which are so necessary if we are to be
successful.

[(15)
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It is inevitable that in such a struggle un-
pleasant duties have to be performed not
only by the Commonwealth Government but
by all Governments. The change-over from
peace-time to wartime aectivities has already
mesnt the dislocation of industry in many
ways. It will mean inconveniences for the
public generally which to date have not pre-
viously been experienced. I feel sure that,
whatever the task that may be placed upon
13, we in this State will be willing o carry
our share of the burden. No matfer what
the sacrifice; no maiter how hard the task
may be we, as members of Parliament, will
be willing not only to set a good example
but to give what assistance we can to that
large number of people unable to help them-
selves in times like these, and to show
them what is necessary to be done not only
in their interests but in the interests of Aus-
tralia as a whole. T also feel sure that even
if things do nof improve in the near future
as we would like them to do, we will do our
best—and goodness knows, when we look
about us, the picture is black enough. At
the moment, it does not matter whether we
look at Russia, Egypt, India, or even our
own northern sphere of war—and action is
at present taking place there which we hope
will be suceessful—the picture is not
as bright as we would like it to be,
and we, as members of Parliament, can do a
lot to help the general public in the serions
times ahead. I could well quote the words
of the Prime Minister who said, “You can-
not call up vast numbers of men, push them
over from the routine of their lives, without
having some growing pains.” Might I sug-
gest that that is a stage through which most
of us have to go in our ordinary lives, and
that it is a stage through which we are
passing in regard to our war effort. Even
though we might desire to be eritical about
many of the matters affecting us at the pre-
sent time, that stage, nevertheless, is one that
is passing, and before long our war effort
will be functioning much more smoothly.
Notwithstanding that greater saerifices will
have to he made, I trust that the goodwill
and co-operation of the people generally—
and it has been given to us to date in an
unstinted manner—will continue and that
successes will eventually erown our efforts.

As T said in my opening remarks, Mr.
President, many subjects were touched upon
by members to which I eould not possibly
hope to reply at one sitting of this House.
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I have endeavoured to cover what I con-
sidered to be the more important matters
submitted, and if I have omitted to reply
respecting any question a member considers
to be of real importance, I will be only too
glad to provide him with whatever informa-
tion is available. T appreciate the way mem-
bers listened to my remarks.

Question put and passed;
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary re-
solved: That the Address be presented teo
His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor by the
President and such members as may desive
to accompany him.

the Address

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY [447]:
move :—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 15th September.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.48 pom,

TLegislative Assembly.

Thursday, 27th August, 1942.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.in., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3).
WHEAT, GUARANTEED PRICE.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, What is the puaranteed
price fixed for the No. 5 Wheat Pool, free
on rail port? 2, What are the charges de-
bited against the wheat farmers from a 4%d.
freight siding for handling charges, ete., on
wheat acquired by the Commonwesalth Gov-
ernment for this pool? 3, Can he advise
whether the Minister for Commeree intends
paying 2s. net on all wheat grown on licensed
areas over the guaranteed price of 4s. for
the first 3,000 hushels?

The MINISTER replied: 1, There is no
guaranteed price fixed for the No. 5 Wheat
Pool {1941-42 season) free on rail port.

[ASSEMBLY.}

There was a guarenteed price of 3s. 10d. per
bushel free on board bagged wheat basis
for a maximum delivery for sale of 140 mil-
lion bushels, but on the 15th May, 1942, the
Minister for Commeree announced that since
the receivals to that date were 153 million
bushels, the guaranteed payment would be
on the basis of about 3s. 6.1d. & bushel on
an f.o.b, bagged basis, 2, Since the handling
of the No. 5 Pool (1941-42 season) is not
yet complete, no figures are available for
handling charges, ete., on wheat acguired
by the Commonweaith Government for this
pool. The charges to be debited against
this pool for handling charges, ete., will not
be known until the pool is finalised. 3, I
have no information other than that which
appeared in “The West Australian’ on the
25th August, 1942, to the effect that the Min-
ister for Commerce stated that an advance
of 2s. net a bushel would be made against any
farmer’s production in excess of 3,000
bushels and that growers ultimately would
receive the market realisation of such excess
wheat less marketing costs.

HEALTH, VENEREAL DISEASE
EFFECTS.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister for Health: What are all the diseases
or after-effects directly or indirectly trace-
able to venereal diseases?

The MINISTER replied: The answer to
the question is lengthy and consists of a list
of diseases, the names of which are diffienlt
to pronounce. I shall treat the answer as a
return and place it on the Table of the
House.

FLOUR AND BREAD.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Is be aware that an old discarded
stone mill has been resurrected and is being
used to supply 100 per cent. stone-ground
flour in the metropolitan area? 2, Is such
wholemeal flour superior in health-giving
qualities to that supplied in the average
wholemeal loaf? 3, Are bakers free, if they
50 desire, to supply as wholemeal loaves
what is actually plain flour with some bran
thrown in? 4, Is there any special health
value in the wheat germ, which it is alleged
is often excluded from wholemeal loaves?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, No.
3, Not if such bread is lahelled as “Whole-
mesal Bread” or is supplied when wholemeal
is demanded by the purchaser. 4, Wheat



